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Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 125. - 


{Rerortep For tHe Cincurar, May 9, 1852.) 
OUR CAUSE. 

When we think and speak of ‘ our cause,’ 
let us not imagine that it is the cause of the 
Oneida Association, or the cause of Perfection- 
ism, or any modern thing. If we understand 
what we are about, we are devoted to the most 
ancient cause of the world: a cause that has 
been an object of interest with God, since the 
creation. Our cause is the old cause of rarru. 
The eleventh chapter of Hebrews gives us a 
sketch of the history of the cause, and of its 
old champions. It is the cause of all that have 
faith in God, and of all that fear God and love 
him, in all ages of the world, and in all worlds 
—in this world, in Hades, and in the resurrec- 
tion world. It is the cause of devotion to God, 
versus selfishness and egotism. It is the cause 
of the we-spirit versus the l-spirit; for faith is 
a social element, an element that merges two 
in one, and identifies man with God, with God’s 
family, and with the great public interest of 
the universe. 

As I have said, our cause is an old cause.— 
To a great extent, we have to pass over the 
generations that have lived since the apostolic 
age, to find our fellow laborers in the cause.— 
At least, we are not sufficiently acquainted with 
those that have been our fellow laborers since 
that time, to be able to give the right hand of 
fellowship to many. There has been some 
partial devotion to the cause, in the revi- 
vals, and reformations, and among those that 
have feared God, and had glimmerings of 
faith inhim, in all Christendom. ‘hese we 
shall know more about sometime. But we sce 
back in the Primitive church, a company of 
unmistakable fellow laborers in the cause of 
faith—men who knew God, and rose above the 
powers of darkness: that ceased to believe that 
the devil is almighty : that lived not unto them- 
selves, but unto Christ and the public interest : 
that sought not their own, but the things that 
be Jesus Christ’s: that had a community spir- 
it. We seein the churches aud apostles of that 
time, a great company of ‘ yoke fellows’ in the 
eause, led on by Christ, its great exponent— 
the child that was born of all the previous la- 
borers in the cause. Then we see a train of 
servants, extending from them back to Abra- 
ham, and a scattering few extending back even 
to the beginning. 

The Bible is the best history of the cause, 
as well as the best expose of its principles.— 
We should not make too much account of time. 
All the old worthies that the Bible tells us of, 
are alive yet. We may as well bring Bible 
history up around us, and not allow it to stretch 
back into the blue distance so far that we can 
but just discern our brothers and sisters. By 
properly delivering ourselves of the bondage of 
time and space, so that we see the past as pres- 
ent, denying the power of death over those that 
have served the cause in past generations, and 
conceiving of them as round about us, and of 
ourselves as entering into their companion- 
ship, we ean connect ourselves with an en- 
thusiasm as old as the world—with all the zeal 
for God’s cause, that has accumulated by the 
experience of mankind, from Abel downward. 


In fact, their whole experience as well as ours, is 
‘summed up in Christ. He includes in himself 
those who have labored for him in this world, 
and in Hades, before and since his coming up- 
on the earth. He is the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and end, the author and finisher 
of the whole cause. He is the root, as well as 
the offspring of David—the father as well as 
the child—the source as well as the exponent 
of what may be called the public spirit, which 
refers primarily to the interests of God and 
heaven ; and all outside of him is private in its 
character—in one way or another, selfish and 
contracted. 

A philanthropy that only takes in the inter- 
ests of visible human nature, is a mere neigh- 
borhood philanthropy. It can no more truly 
be called the public spirit than the care of a 
man for his family. Nothing short ofa philan- 
thropy that takes in the interests of God, the 
angels, and the heavens, that denies the pow- 
er of death, and embraces the interests of all 
beings, visible and invisible, deserves the name 
of public spirit. A public spirit of that kind, 
is identical with faith; and faith is that en- 
largement of heart and view, that in one sense, 
ignores the grossness of animalism, and makes 
no account of time and space, but perceives 
God and the invisible worlds, That is faith, 
and that is the public spirit. 

The cause that we are engaged in, underlies 
the whole history of the world. God has ruled 
the world from the beginning, in a systematic 
and thorough manner. He convinced Pharaoh 
and Nebuchadnezzar that ‘ the heavens do rule.’ 
He evidently has held in his hand the threads of 
all the plots conceived in the politics of nations 
since the world began; and so brought about 
his own ends. T'o the minutest hair’s breadth,he 
has fulfilled his purpose, carried his point, and 
secured the election of those that he chose to 
place on high. All nations have been made to 
serve him: they have done the will of God even 
in their iniquities, though not as it is done in 
heaven. The Lord’s prayer is, ‘ Thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven ;’? but this does not imply that his will 
is not done in this world, but simply that it is 
not done in the most musical manner. The 
will of God is done in this world, and always has 
been, in a certain way; but there is a better 
way—-one that is more pleasant and profitable 
to those who are thesubjects of it. Judas, 
Herod, and Pilate did the will of God. ‘ By 
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God,’ the Lord of glory was crucified by wick- 
ed hands. The will of God was done even in 
this case ; but not as itis in heaven. So the 
great working of events has been according to 
the will of God. The simple truth in regard 
to all iniquity, is, that Satan meant it for evil, 
but God meant it for good; and the good in- 
tent of God is effectual. Communism, the ae 
spirit, the public spirit, the spirit of faith, is 
the basis and substratum of all that has been 
done in the world: it is steadily working its 
way along, and has succeeded in making all 
things serve it. 

If we intelligently devote ourselves to the 
public spirit, if our devotion is to the great 
whole,—we are then members of the cause of 
Abraham, Moses, the prophets, of Christ, 
and the apostles. If we are true-hearted la- 
borers in the old cause, we are attaches of the 
spirit that is the substratum of all that is going 
on—the principality that is thoroughly success- 
ful: and that steadily draws into its service 
every other force. 

Persons may be seeking their own, acting 
entirely from selfish motives, and yet be really 
serving another’s interest. To illustrate: Sup- 
pose that here is a factory where a great num- 





ber of persons are employed. Each laborer 
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purposes getting his dollar a day, and laying 
by fifty cents; and each, with his little isola- 
ted interest, feels as though the factory was 
made for him. Outside of this class, is a set 
of boarding-house keepers, market-men, &c., 
each one with a little separate interest, and 
feeling as though the factory was made for his 
particular benefit. And, we inquire, Who is 
the factory made for? Who gets the great 
profits from it? If we search into the matter 
we shall find that it is neither of the classes we 
have named, but it is the man who built and 
owns the factory, who furnished the capital, 
and is responsible for all its interests. He is 
really using the private interests of the labor- 
ers, boarding-house keepers, &c., to fill his 
own treasury. 

We must inquire in the same way, what is 
the fundamental interest that is moving the 
machinery of the world? It isa great factory, 
and a multitude of hands are employed in it ; 
there are a great many boarding-house keep- 
ers, and market-men—each one looking out 
for his interest alone, and imagining that the 
world was made for him. That is virtually the 
theory of nine-tenths of the men you meet.— 
They act as though the world was a large gam- 
bling house where they can make money. But 
still the question remains, What is the great 
substantial interest, into which all private in- 
terests flow? Where is the great company 
that built the factory and own the capital, and 
are reaping the profits of this whole operation ? 
We say, it is the old company, the firm of Je- 
sus Christ and Co. It is the Company of the 
Sons of God, of those who know God, and 
have faith, and are devoted to God’s interests 
(which is the same thing as the public interest) 
for all time, and all worlds. That is the unly 
Company that serves all interests. It is the 
only Company that has init immortality. God 
has arranged all things to prosper that Compa- 
ny ; and he has made no arrangements what- 
ever for the permanent success of any private 
concern. Private interests have their day, but 
they are limited in their nature, and will last 
only so long as they are profitable to the great 
public interest. God maketh the wrath of men 
to praise him: and when it ceases to praise him, 
he will restrain it. 

If we have any interests separate from the 
public interest, we may be assured that God has 
made no arrangement for their satisfaction. But 
so far as we have identified ourselves with the 
public interest, suecess and prosperity are en- 
sured to us, for time and eternity : governmen- 
tal arrangements are every where made to pros- 
per the agents of that interest. The ac- 
tual couriers of heaven, will find relays of 
horses waiting for them in all directions.— 
But persons who travel for their own pri- 
vate objects, must get along as they best 
can: possibly they may have to travel on foot. 

Paul says, ‘ We are the circumcision, who 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confi- 
dence in the flesh.’ Again he says, ‘ Put ye 
on the Lord Jesus, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.’ These 
passages involve the true doctrine. God has 
given success to Jesus Christ, as the exponent 
of the public spirit, but has made no provision 
for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof. The 
desires of those who seek their own, can neyer 
be satisfied, but are inevitably doomed to disap- 
pointment. God has made no provision for 
them, and he tells us to follow his example in 
that thing. 

The idea that the world was made for grass 
to grow on, or for men (who in a certain sense 
are no better than grass) to sport themselves 
in, and trade upon, is not the true theory of 
the universe. It was made for no such pur- 





pose. God made the world for exalted pur- 





poses; and he will accomplish the objects for 
which he made it. It is very important that 
we get a true idea of what the world was made 
for, what we were made for, and what this 
great system of things means: whether it is a 
sham, a mere product of chance and ignorance, 
a place to sport ourselves in, a farce, an eating- 
house, gambling-house, or hell, or something 
better. What is it made for? What is the 
real meaning of it? Let us find out what it is 
made for, and then live in it for that object.— 
I am satisfied that it is not alla sham: that 
there are awfully serious purposes involved in 
it. It is no joke to live in the midst of eter- 
nities, with a God above, and a hell beneath. 


It is by understanding this principle, that we 
can get satisfaction in regard to justice. You 
see one man abusing another: you see injus- 
tice at work, and do not understand it. In 
such cases we must inquire, what is it that is 
injured? Perhaps there is not so much injus- 
tice done, after all. Is the injury done to the 
we-spirit ? If not, then no serious injury is 
done. Tlie I-spirit has no right to complain or 
It has no right to existence, ex- 
cept for temporary purposes. The injured 
may be at least as guilty as the injurer. If 
they are both devoted to themselves, and seek- 
ing their own pleasure, there is no essential 
difference between them in the sight of God. 
As long as persons act on the basis of seek- 
ing their own, they are all gamblers. Some 
may be a little more honorable than others, 
but their general principle is, ‘ Cheat all you 
can, and he that cheats the most, is the best 
fellow.? The basis of the whole thing is a 
fraud. There is no use in trying to settle spe- 
cific acts of injustice as long as that is the case. 
Find an instance where God allows an injury 
to be done to the public interest, and you have 
a case that may be somewhat difficult to under- 
stand. Then we shall have to conclude that 
God does not attend to the affairs of this world, 
and does not see to it that all things go right ; 
but I very much doubt whether any such case 
ever occurred. If it is true that God is pros- 
pering steadily the public interest, and will al- 
low no injury to be done to it, then we have a 
world of justice, and need not wait for the 
‘ good time coming’—-need not wait for ‘ right 
to come uppermost, and justice to be done.’ 


justify itself. 


In studying our own experiences of suffer- 
ing, we can see, plain as asun-beam, that noth- 
ing has been hurt but egotism. We do not 
feel that God as done us any injustice, or al- 
lowed any injustice to be done tous. Christ, 
‘when he was reviled, reviled not again, but 
committed himself to him that judgeth right- 
eously.? Ve had confidence in the present 
righteous judgment of God in this world: not 
merely in heaven, or at some future time.— 
And we may be sure that God does not allow 
the devil and the wicked to ride over things 
rough shod: that he does not allow the right- 
eous to be injured. No: he exercises his dis- 
criminating, righteous judgment all the time. 
‘Thus saith the Lord, let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might: let not the rich man glory 
in his riches ; but let him that glorieth, glory 
in this: that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that I am the Lord which exerciseth loving 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the 
earth; for in these things T delight.’ (Jer. 
9: 23, 24.) When persons find out what 
righteousness is, and what sin is, and get true 
discrimination between the parties that are to 
be judged, between the we-spirit and the I- 
spirit, between the public interest and the private 
interest, they will find that God does constant- 
ly exercise his righteous judgment in the earth, 
that he blesses the one, and curses the, other. 
The difficulty is, that those two spirits are 
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sometimes so near together, so mixed up, 
in the world, that we cannot always tell the 
meaning of a providence—whether it is a bles- 
sing or a cursing ; but the Lord knows what he 
does ; and we shall some time know that he is 
perpetually protecting and blessing the we- 
spirit, and perpetually crossing the I-spirit. 
People who are the most egotistical and self- 
seeking. are those who talk most about ‘ in- 
justice,’ ‘the mysterious ways of providence,’ 
&e., not understanding why God does thus 
and But let us wait a while before 
we criticise him. Job was 4 good exam- 
ple in these matters: and he said, ‘ Though 
He slay me, yet will I trust him.? Though 
Job could not understand all God’s dealings 
with him, still he was sure that he was right. 
Did it not turn out so? Did not Jcb need 
all his sufferings? It is quite probable that 
prosperity had puffed him up, and that the ex- 
perience he had was necessary to humble him. 
Job himself acknowledged that he needed it. 


80. 


So we see there was no injustice done in that 
This is a branch of faith that we need 
We should insist in our hearts, 


case. 
to cultivate. 
through all tribulations, that God judges right- 
eously in the earth, and allows no injustice to 
be done. It may be difficult to keep this doc- 
trine always in mind; but it is the true one, 
and it must reign and prevail in all hearts. 
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The Platform, and its Origin. 

We often find satisfaction in recurxing to the foun- 
dation principles of our movement. No man can 
look intelligently at the points contained in the 
Platform published last week, .without admitting 
their radical truthfulness and beauty. As often as 
they come round, they strike the, mind with new 
force; and the more they are exaql 1ed, the more 


the freshest period of childhood—to forget all 
thought of oldness, and start as on the dewy morn- 
ing of existence, with every passing hour. Instead 
of old age and horny habits, and gradual petrifac- 
tion in a fixed round of non-improvement, we may 
live the meadow life of children, and sport ourselves 
with a universe of novelty and love. This is the res- 
urrection: we feel it and know it. We have con- 





tinual proof of its power to break up old habits, and 
fixed ways of thought and feeling. And if it can 
dissolve the set of habits, it can by the same power, 
loosen the grasp of disease; for the power of disease 
is essentially the same thing as habit. A person 
goes off by consumption and old age, by very much 
such a process as forms the fascination of habit in 
the case of tobacco or rum. But the resurrection 
is stronger than any such fascination, and dissolves 
every kind of bondage. We speak not only from our 
own experience, but from the experience of all who 
have ever sincerely cdnfessed Christ. In gratitude 
to God, we are forever bound to rejoice in the res- 
urrection of Christ, and to bear witness to its power 
in all who believe. And with Paul we will forget 
the things that are behind, and count all things but 
loss, that we may press forward and know more of it. 
G, 





Purging the Hudson. 


Last year the North River was the scene of heavy 
affliction to our Community. We experienced severe 
judgment in the sinking of our sloop, and the loss of 
two dearly loved friends. For several weeks, during 
the slow recovery of the wreck, amidst various vex- 
ations and delays, we were held under the full pres- 
sure of the event; and perhaps a more earnest in- 
quest of sorrowful facts was never held. Day after 
day Mr. Noyes and others resumed the stern sincer- 
ity of their task, while the palace-like steamers of 
the Hudson, particularly the Henry Clay and the 
Reindeer, gliding past in proud security, seemed a 
mockery of their faith, and to give point to the 
taunting spirit of accusation which said, ‘ Where is 
your God? We however stood it through, uncom- 
plaining and alone, and by means of that criticism, 
were led to judge faithfully the spirit of avarice, and 
reckless unbelief, which has reigned and ripened in 
the current of business on that river. 

This season, there is remarkable evidence that the 
spirit of criticism, which begun with us, is reaching 
the covetous and unbelieving principalities of the 





impressed we become with their ingy red grandeur. 
Take for instance, the idea of the Sovereignty of 


Jesus Christ: and evidently there is a world o*|: 


meaning implied in the statement. If it is received 
into the mind at all, as a matter of possible interest, 
it leads out into ideas of revolution in all directions 
—the regeneration of the earth—the introduction of 
heaven—and ‘all things become new.’ ; 

The same majestic expansion of meaning is invol- 
ved in the idea of Salvation from Sin—in Commu- 
nism—Free Love, and the idea of the Redemption of 
the Body. 

Here is a whole group of connected topics, which 
infinitely surpass in grandeur and reach, every 
thing that has been conceived of since the Bible 
closed, Any one of them would furnish more capital 
of new and practical truth, than Wesley had to found 
Methodism on, or than even Luther had to start the 
Protestant Reformation. And yet they are all con- 
nected—they are seen to be vital parts of a living 
whole, and cannot be disjoined, or made to work sep- 
arately. We regard them as the transferred record of 
actual experience in the higher world—hints thrown 
out by the resurrection church, of the developments 
they have made under the gospel of Christ. The re- 
fiection of these realities thus cast into the hearts of 
men, must inevitably transform the world sooner or 
later into the same likeness, and thus ‘ the will of 
God will be done on earth as itisin heaven. a. 





The Spirit of Perpetual Youth. 


We testify to the rearrry of Christ’s resurrection; 
and that the same mighty power is offered to the 
world, and works in them that believe. ‘Well, says 
unbelief, ‘ what of that? The resurrection of Christ 
may be a historical fact: we don’t dispute it; but 
what good does it do any body now? Who ever félt 
it, or knows any thing about it? Don’t all things 
continue as they were?’ There is no reply to this 
spirit—we never expect to convert it: it is a devil 
which must be cast out. 

But in the meantime, we will bear witness to the 
truth, and rejoice in it, and proclaim the power of 
the resurrection. In proportion as it is confessed in 
the face of unbelief, its life-giving reality flows in 
upon the soul. It is becoming more and more the 
positive victorious element of our life.’ Evil rears its 
front as usual, in various threatening forms, but 
what then? It only develops the far more mighty 
and subtle pressure of good, and in the midst of its 
boasting, it slinks away into a harmless, contempt- 
ible fog. The resurrection is solid, central, and en- 
during—evil is gassy. When you get near enough 
to any form of evil, to prick it with the point of faith, 
it turns out to be a wind bag—collapses into a mere 
bodiless film, which you tread on as you pass along. 

But the resurrection is everlasting spring and 
newness. We believe it is possible to live every mo- 
ment a new life--to have the freshest sensations of 


world. Magnificent steamboats are now the sub- 
jects of disaster, and in the place of our unnoticed 
loss, scores of deaths occupy the coroner’s juries of 
the Ifudson, and fill the country with mourning and 
dismay. Those very boats that we alluded to, the 
Henry Clay and Reindeer, so safe, and swift, and 
beautiful, have become within a month, dismal 
wrecks ; and in the security of broad daylight, with- 
out any note of peril, one hundred and twenty of 
their passengers perished. The elements seem to 
have been let loose against them. The Henry Clay 
took fire and was run ashore: the Reindeer explo- 
ded her boiler, and was afterwards burnt. Nothing 
of the kind ever took place on the Hudson before, 
and the natural consternation of the public has to a 
considerable extent driven travel from the river.— 
So that if judgment began with us, the more severe 
and fatal ending has evidently fallen on the selfish 
and pleasure-seeking. It is to be hoped the world 
will see in these events, the judgment of God on un- 
belief, and asin our case, that chastisement will 
work the peaceable fruits of righteousness. G. 





Progress ot the Spirits. 


The Hartford Daily Times has a sensible editori- 
al on the Rapping movement, introductory to a com- 
munication of the Rev. Dr. Clark of that city, on the 
same subject. The Editor says: 

Dr. Clark sees in these manifestations and _ their 
great influence over the minds of many, a tendency 
to overthrow long established and existing doctrines, 
and he feels that the hold of the new theory is so 
strong upon the public mind, and still spreading, that 
‘it is worse than folly to despise it.” He is satis- 
fied that this new school of theology is not to be ex- 
tinguished by asneer. Scoffing does not convince. 
Ridicule drives the honest believer to a firmer and 
more determined grasp upon the principles of his 
faith. Dr. Clark is right. The new theory is turn- 
ing the minds of men, and upsetting their former 
views, and it is time that it was discussed and in- 
vestigated. Wehave sneored at it long enough. 
Let us have facts—give us the truth. We are not 
ready to say that spirits of another world “ rap” 
upon and ‘tip” our tables, and set our chairs whirl- 
inginthe air. But we do say that ‘‘raps and 
‘* whirls” are made in an extraordinary manner— 
that intelligent and most surprising communications 
are * rapped” out and ‘* written” by ‘ mediums ;” 
and we say further that the evidence in relation to 
these things is so strong and conclusive, that we 
have no right todenounce it as a humbug. But 
what produces the ‘‘ raps ?” what controls the mag- 
netized hand of the medium, who writes Fwithout 
knowing the letters he is making, and writes astound} 
ing facts, too? What influences the mind of a me- 
dium when he tells of all the peculiar traits of a body 
which a departed spirit once inhabited—a body that 
lived before the medium was born, and of which he 
knows nothing when not in the magnetic state? 
When these descriptions are given, a dozen in an 
evening, and to strangers, too, the medium rarely 
making any mistake, what are we to think and say 
of them? Callit all a “humbug” inalump? But 
that will not meet the case. It is not the course for 





honest, fearless, intelligent men to pursue. 





The following is an extract from Dr Clark’s com- 
muni¢ation : 
SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS. 

It is known to all, that certain phenomena, pur- 
porting to be of a preternatural character, are now 
attracting great attention in various regions of the 
country. Connected with these ‘‘ manifestations” 
there is a species of literature, which is also obtain- 
ing a wide circulation. There is a large and in- 
creasing number of persons, not all of an illiterate 
and credulous class, whose minds are drawn to this 
subject, and whose belief is becoming sensibly affec- 
ted by it. 

I met a few days since in a neighboring city with 
a distinguished physician, and who is also a church- 
man of the most decided stamp, and he said to me, 
‘why do not our Clergy inform themselves more 
carefully as to the tendencies of the times? Do they 
know the extent of this so called ‘spiritualism?’ I 
wish to know how to treat it, and as the Clergy are 
set for the guides of the people, 1 wish to know it 
from them. I have no fears for my own faith; but 
my neighbors are swinging loose, and I would like to 
know what to tell them.” 

I thought that his demand was reasonable ; and 
it is to draw the attention of our Clergy to this sub- 
ject, the importance of which is not to be determined 
by newspaper squibs, that I write these lines. There 
is a work going onin this ‘‘ Spiritualistic” region 
which we shall soon be obliged to meet, in some more 
potent way than mere official malediction. It is un- 
dermining the ancient faith in many quarters more 
effectually, because more secretly, than any other 
influence now at work inour community. It cannot 
be properly met and satisfactorily refuted, without 
examination. 

Now shall we of the Clergy, through the fear of 
compromising our dignity and damaging our repu- 
tation, make this investigation or not? It is already 
intimated that Clergymen are getting to be abstrac- 
tions, rather than men ; and if cowardice shall pre- 
vent us from looking any subject fair in the face, 
which we have reason to believe is leading society 
astray, this charge would not seem to be altogether 
undeserved. To say this matter does not merit ex- 
amination, is to pre-judge the case; everything de- 
serves examination which lays any strong hold on 
the popular mind. ‘The puerilities and nonsense 
which are connected with it, do not furnish a suffi- 
cient reason for turning away with contempt ; and if 
it were so, few subjects would have ever commanded 
attention in their beginning. Chemistry was once 
alchemy, astronomy was astrology. But then, be- 
hind all these“ rappings,” ‘‘tippings” and other op- 
erations, there is a work going on, which it is worse 
than folly to despise. I will venture to say, that if 
the whole extent of this work were disclosed, which 
the nature of the case renders impossible, it would 
greatly astonish us all. Iam glad to see that one 
of the most judicious and exemplary Western Bish- 
ops, whose sound churchmanship and piety none 
will dispute, has had the moral courage to announce 
over his own printed signature, that he intends, as 
he has opportunity, to give the subject a careful in- 
vestigation. 

[Dr. Clark then suggests that the explanation of 
the matter must be found within certain limits— 
and classifies the possible causes as follows: 1, Im- 
posture and delusion ; 2, Psychological law; 3, In 
fluences of evil spirits; and 4, A new revelation, as 
is claimed by its friends. He proceeds :] 

I think there is evidence enough to show that the 
three elements, of imposture or delusion, a new de- 
velopment of psychology, and very probably some 
evil influence that is extra-mundane, all enter into 
these *‘ manifestations.” As I have not had the op- 
portunity to investigate the subject by personal 
observation, never having heard any of these sounds 
or seen any of these movements, which are said to 
be produced without the intervention of material 
agency, I have no further opinion on the subject. 
But one thing I know, that it is getting a hold upon 
the community, which renders serious investigations, 
on the part of some competent persons, imperative. 
It is leading to the adoption of opinions which strike 
at the foundation of what we have considered fun- 
damental truths; it is introducing amongst us a 
new school of theology, which is not to be extin- 
guished by a sneer. 

I am perfectly aware that to ascribe so much im- 
portance to such a subject as this, will lead those 
who know nothing about it, to suspect the soundness 
of one’s judgment, and it will be said that our wisest 
course is to let it alone; it is one of the humbugs of 
the day, and will soon die of itself. It may be so, 
but the indications do not point that way at present. 
Men of the highest scientific reputation acknowl- 
edge themselves to be perplexed; judges of our 
highest courts, and of the wisest experience are 
personally identified with these phenomena; cler- 
gymen are questioned by their parishioners; the most 
important and holy principles of our religion are 
called in question. Meanwhileis it right for the 
Clergy, who profess to be teachers of the people, to 
remain silent when they believe that souls committed 
to their charge, are being lured to destuction ? 





Beecher on Orthodoxy. 


Rev. Henry Warp Deecuer, it seems, has come 
under the censure of the Vew York Observer, and 
the more antique set of Orthodox, for holding loose 
opinions, and extending improper courtesies to out- 
siders of other denominations. His defense in the 
Independent, contains the following hit at the 
idea of an Orthodox standard : 


“What carthly motive can an American 


clergyman have to pretend to be Orthodox, if 


he is not so? Do Orthodox sects treat each 
other with any such profitable tenderness as _ to 
make it a man’s interest to dwell among them 
with feigned opinions? In fact, the Orthodox 
sects are a vast compound threshing machine, 
flailing away at each other as if the chief end 
of man was to thresh his neighbors. I have 
never yet seen an acknowledged Orthodox man. 
Every body is Orthodox as compared with 
those below him; and nobody is Orthodox 
compared with those above him ; and Orthodox 





reputations, like country bank bills, circulate 
only in a narrow circle, very near home. If 
one is Orthodox in Hartford, he is a heretic in 
New Haven ; if he is sound at New Haven, he 
is too loose for Andover ; if he is up to the 
mark at Andover, he is yet hopelessly below 
Kast Windsor ; if he climbs up the toilsome 
cliffs to the eyrie of East Windsor, it is only 
to bring himself within the reach of the Prince- 
ton Orthodoxy ; and when yet climbing up, 
out of sight of all sublunary things, he sits 
down on these pinnacles of Old School Presby- 
terian Princeton Orthodoxy, and divides his 
time between Turretin, and efforts at breath- 
ing on such thin-aired august heights, then, 
down comes the good old-fashioned Scotch 
Presbyterian Orthodoxy, carrying him away at 
one swoop, to be devoured in a yet higher ea- 
gle’s nest. 

In fact, it is a very hard thing to be ortho- 
dox. It is a thing of degrees, it is a question 
of the scale; and beginning at zero, all de- 
grees above pelt all the degrees below. Now 
if a preacher is heterodox he is but suspected, 
and shampooed, and flailed; and he gets that 
if he is orthodox. So that, if a man’s convic- 
tions do not keep him among the orthodox, he 
is a fool who stays. The company is no great 
things. Very clever fellows all, when they 
are not professional ; capital to go out to play 
with. But a man walks about among the 
Christian Observers, and the more properly 
named New York Observers, and the Presby- 
terians (central, western, southern, and _all,) 
and the Puritans, very much like a man_visi- 
ting a menagerie—his time being spent in lis- 
tening to the strange noises which the creatures 
make, and wondering whether they can get out 
at him, as easily as they can roar through the 
bars ! 

Indeed, nothing but an inconveniently 
troublesome conscience, an unthrifty convie- 
tion of the truth of the general scheme of or- 
thodox doctrines, has kept us in the orthodox 
churches. It surely has not been to escape 
suspicion, or cudgeling ; nor beeause there is 
any reason to be ashamed of the company one 
would have to keep, if he went over to the 
Unitarian ranks ; but simply and only because 
we find ourselves believing more nearly than 
any thing else, what in the Presbyterian church 
is called new school views.” 

The idea we get from all this eloquence, is, that 
there is nothing in the Orthodox churches which de- 
serves respect but their theory. We confess, it is 
difficult for us to respect a theory which does not 
produce better fruit. It certainly is not the gospel, 
for that is the power of God, as well as the wisdom 
of God. Compare this ‘vast compound threshing 
machine,’ with the Primitive church; in which the 
work of edification was as zealously and ingeniously 
carried on, as ‘flailing’ is among the Orthodox. Com- 
pare the writer’s contemptuous language, (for in- 
stance,‘ The company is no great things,’) with Paul’s 
tenderness and reverence for the members of Christ. 
Jesus said, ‘ By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one for another ;’ but 
Mr. Beecher fraternizes with the Orthodox, not be- 
cause he lovesthem. His conviction of the truth of 
their general scheme of doctrines, keeps him in their 
church: not his heart. Unbelievers are as accept- 
able to him for that matter, as the household of 
faith. H. 





Ingenuousness of the Gospels. 

In reading the account of Christ’s crucifix- 
ion recently, I noticed one circumstance which 
appeared to me interesting proof of the genu- 
ineness of the narrative. He isrepresented as 
saying just before he died,—My God, my 
God, why hast thow forsaken me?? Now 
if the gospel writers had not been perfectly 
honest, they would have suppressed such an in- 
dication of weakness, which might be construed 
indeed as remorse of conscience, in their dying 
leader. Or, if they were only manufacturing a 
story to suit their own purposes, I cannot con- 
ceive of any thing more unlikely than their in- 
troducing this incident in the scene. They 
would have carried their hero through in tri- 
umph, sustained by the presence of God. The 
picture of Christ’s meekness in going to the 
cross, without resistance or fear, and still with- 
out presumption—cheerfully, but not vain-glo- 
riously—is too beautiful a conception of moral 


beauty for the human imagination to originate. 
H. 





J We acknowledge the liberality with which 
our table has been supplied with vegetables, Xc.. 
from Oneida and Wallingford. We anticipate the 
time when there will be a community depot in the 
city, and a complete system of interchange between 
all associations, so that members in the city, as well 
as in the country, can live on the products of ‘ free 
labor.’ 
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Ia We occasionally have applications from new- 
ly formed acquaintances, for information concern- 
ing our views on the various points of theology and 
doctrine, that are more or less matters of controver- 
sy between the different religious sects. For the 
benefit of such we will state that the Berean, (an 
octavo volume of five hundred pages, written by 
J. H. Noyes) will answer all such inquiries. This 
work is a compact digest of the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our faith, and more than covers, in its dis- 
cussions, the whole ground of ordinary religious re- 
search and investigation. We can commend it as an 
instructive manual for all classes of society—for the 
conservative and the radical, inchurch, state, and 
‘ reform’—that will solve many of the knotty prob- 
lems which, from their very multiplicity in these 
days, cannot but tend to distract the mind of the 
inquirer after truth. 

The book can be obtained at this office, by appli- 
cation through the mail, or otherwise. L. 





Tue Communiry anp THE Srate Farr.—Mr. 
Cares Exuis, formerly of Drummondville, Canada, 
now a member at Oneida, introduced to the Commu- 
nity the art of making Rustic Seats, tables, &c., for 
garden use and ornament. It has been an occasion- 
al diversion with the mechanics there, to gather the 
rough cedar sticks, and fashion them into various 
fantastic forms of furniture, such as they were ca- 
pable of. They have readily disposed of all they 
made, at good prices, or as presents tofriends. One 
of these seats was exhibited at the Fair of the Amer- 
ican Institute two years since, and obtained a diplo- 
ma. We learn from J. R. Mitver, that the Commu- 
nity exhibited some specimens at the late State Fair 
at Utica, where they attracted much attention, and 
gained a silver medal. We annex an engraving by 
our young friend De Larre, of a seat and stand.— 
The seat was sold at Utica, some time since, for $15. 





We also learn that the Community obtained a 
premium on potatoes at the State Fair. We infer 
that their exhibition of this article must have been 
very fine, from the fact that single specimens were 
sought after by purchasers at a shilling apiece, and 
considerable quantities were contracted at 1 and 2 
dollars per bushel. Our friends will appreciatefthese 
little indications of success, as favors from God: the 
more pleasant, as happening in a place where we 
have been somewhat specially misunderstood and 
abused, G. 





as Henry Tuacker, the superintendent of gar- 
dens and fruits at Oneida, has recently gone on to 
Putney, to lay out a Community garden there. Mr. 
Tuacker, by the way, has had extraordinary suc- 
cess in the management of his department at Oneida, 
and by inspiration and skill has made it to become 
what it should be, the leading interest :—gardening 
and Horticulture have nearly supplanted at the Com- 
munity, the old-fashioned farming ideas and farm 
labor. Having spent his life among the rich swells 
of Cayuga county, we were somewhat amused at his 
first impressions of the New England soil and scenery. 
The following is an extract from a letter, written 
soon after his arrival at Putney : 

Putney, Sept. 3d, 1852. 

A description of the country through which 
I passed, on my journey hither, would perhaps 
not be interesting to you who have so often 
traveled it; however I will give you my im- 
pressions as those of a stranger, in few words. 
FromSchenectady to Saratoga and Whitehall, 
is a poor country, I think, for agricultural pur- 
poses. The appearance of the country from 
Whitehall to Bellows Falls, (with the exception 
of one or two rather pleasant, and somewhat 
fertile valleys,) is enough to draw tears from 
the eyes of a York- State man atany rate ; and 
were I doomed to an isolated life of three score 
years and ten, among these rock-bound, 
barren hills, I think I should say my prayers at 
once. How the people live here is quite a 
mystery to me: if they subsist on their own 
productions this year, they must eat cobs and 
husks ; for corn, I think is out of the question. 
Well, perhaps just over the other side of these 
rocky barriers are pleasant nooks, beautiful 
fertile plains, and flourishing villages; so I 
will not judge too sweepingly until I take the 
opportunity some time to run over the ground 
and look. 

Thad barely time to get a glimpse at Bellows 
Falls. It is a pleasant and flourishing place ; 
but nothing very attractive presented itself, 
until the valley of the Connecticut opened to 
my view, and [ found my interest increasing, 
as we rolled along its pleasant and fertile banks, 
until I arrived at this place—which, although 
hilly and mountainous beyond my former 
conceptions, is beautiful and romantic. I 


met with a warm-hearted reception here, and 
I feel very much at home : in fact the fire from 
the same altar is burning here as at Oneida, 
and I can hardly realize that I am three hun- 
dred miles away from that home of homes. I 
feel that the interest of our cause is well repre- 
sented here, and a good confession of Christ is 
kept up, and responded to by all. I have 
viewed and reviewed the grounds on which we 
expect to commence operations, waiting on God 
and inspiration to direct all my movements, 
and shall begin work to-morrow. 

If well managed, I think the garden here 
will soon compete with Oneida, in many re- 
spects. Yours, &e., Henry Tracker. 


Bible Notes—No. 4. 
Putney, Dec. 1840. 

** Paul, an apostle, not of men, neither by man, but 
by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him 
from the dead.” Gal. 1: 1. 

Here Paul declares the divine authority of his 
commission, and cites the almighty power which 
raised Christ from the dead, The Savior did not 
raise himselffrom the dead, as some suppose, else 
he would not have been dead. He submitted 
unto death, relying on the promise of his Father 
that he should be raised again. 

‘* Who gave himself for our sins, that he might de- 
liver us from this present evil world, according to 
the will of God and our Father.” Ver. 4. 

It is every where taught by the apostles, that 
Christ came to deliver trom the power as well 
as the consequences of evil—to take away as well 
as to forgive sin. 

‘*T marvel that ye are so soon removed from him 
that called you into the grace of Christ, unto another 
gospel.” Ver. 6. 

He wondered, not that they had forsaken 
Christ only, but that they had also forsaken him 
who called them into the grace of God, (meaning 
himself. ) 

«*T neither received it [the gospel] of man, neither 
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” Ver. 12. 

Christ told his disciples, ‘ It is expedient for 
you that TI go away, for if I go not away the 
Comforter will not come,’ meaning the Holy 
Spirit. Now Paul was taught by the Holy 
Spirit, and thus instead of being /ess qualified 
to teach than the other disciples, was from the 
testimony of Christ himself better qualified.— 
Paul’s zeal in Judaism was a good foundation 
for God to build upon. The same uncompro- 
mising zeal, when turned into a right channel, 
would carry all before it. 

‘* Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added 
because of transgressions, till the seed should come 
to whom the promise was made.” Chap. 3: 19. 

The word because, may be translated on ac- 
count of ; as Paul says elsewhere, ‘ that sin by 
the commandment might become exceeding sin- 
ful,’and so that men might be driven to the ne- 
cessity of looking for a Savior. The law could 
not save; ‘it worketh wrath.’ The law is 
therefore our schoolmaster to Christ. 

**As many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ, have put on Christ.” Ver. 27. 

‘For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles ;— 
and have all been made to drink into one Spir- 
it.’ 1 Cor. 15: 13. These passages plainly 
teach the doctrine of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. All passages which speak of baptism, 
are taken by Baptists, Campbellites and others, 
to support the doctrine of water baptism. The 
unprejudiced reader can see with how little 
propriety. 





Special Providence. 

It has been said heretofore that the difference 
between a believer and an unbeliever is, that 
one receives the doctrine of special providence 
in all things, and the other denies God’s actual 
superintendence, and puts every thing under the 
control of ‘ natural laws.’ The term ‘ special 
providence,’ includes divine interference of eve- 
ry kind. It is identical with inspiration. Work- 
ing of miracles is only one branch of special 
providence. 

This general doctrine is well received in the 
Association. We find no difficulty in believ- 
ing that God is almighty and all-wise, that his 
providence directs every event, that the hairs 
of our heads are all numbered, & that not a spar- 
row falls to the ground without the knowledge 
of God; and these ideas shoot out into the doc- 
trine of present inspiration, and still further into 
a belief in miraculous power. In all this, there 
is nothing offensive. So far the doctrine of spe- 
cial providence is popular—the natural out- 
growth of the spirit of faith among us. 

But there are still two great ideas which 
must be more perfectly considered and received, 
in order to the perfection of our faith, viz, the 





doctrine of election with regard to our salvation 





and with regard to the position and office that 
each shall hold in the church. These ideas are 
likely to be somewhat unpopular: and if they 
are not well considered, ina spirit of entire 
submission to God, the devil will easily in- 
troduce into our minds evil-thinking concerning 
them. But the truth is, they are part and par- 
cel of the great doctrine of special providence. 
Precisely the same kind of belief which 
conceives of God as almighty and all-wise, 
and which leads us to believe in his care over 
us, and in his dealings with us in the way of 
inspiration and miraculous power, also leads us 
to the conclusion, that if we are to be saved he 
purposed it, and that our salvation grows on 
that purpose. ‘ Ye have not chosen me, but 
i have chosen you.’ Ifwe admit the provi- 
dence of God in small matters, why should we 
not in larger ones ? 

The doctrine of election is very unpopular 
with the Methodists; and the Calvinists have 
made it unpopular by setting it aside by itself, 
when in reality it is only a branch of the great 
doctrine of special providence. Placed by it- 
self, there is nothing more offensive ; but view- 
ed in the connection where it belongs, it is found 
to be part of the doctrine of special providence 
—the doctrine that we all love. It is only the 
carrying out of the doctrine of special provi- 
dence to the settlement of our state, position, 
and destiny. If we love God, and see his spe- 
cial providence in minor affairs, and love to 
watch it in inspiration and the gift of special 
power to us, how much more should we see it 
in our election to salvation. He has been 
watching for us from eternity with regard to 
that matter more than any thing else. It is in 
our salvation, that his special providence is most 
valuable to us: indeed, without that, the rest 
is as nothing to us. 

After we have settled the question in refer- 
ence to salvation, the difficulty still remains 
with regard to position in the church ; and just 
there God has also a choice and will. Our posi- 
tion depends on and is determined by his choice, 
just as much as our salvation is determined by 
his choice. It is clear that in regard to sal- 
vation, it may be said,‘ Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you:’ and now it may also be 
said, ‘Ye have not chosen your place, but I 
havechosenit for you.? The will of God which 
comes forth tous for salvation, also comes 
tell us in what position we 

The same will that takes us 


upon us to 
shall be saved. 
into the church,tells us what place to take there. 
We cannot have a consistent view of the doc- 
trine of election without carrying it through. 
If we leave the idea of salvation to blind chance, 
or individual will, what hope have we? Be- 
yond that, if we leave the idea of position to 
our own will or choice, where is the chance for 
organization? Can you make a human being ? 
Can any one put together the curious mechan- 
ism of the human body ? Of course not. Who 
then will undertake to put together the mechan- 
ism of the church, which isa much more in- 
tricate affair? God only can make a church. 
He only is wise enough to assign to individuals 
their places. We must submit to his election, 
in order to have a comfortable organization as 
a church. 

There is no such thing as actual submission 
to the will of God in asad, sorrowful spirit. 
Real submission is not consistent with this re- 
serve in the feclings, ‘that wishes in respect 
to any thing that he had ordered otherwise. 
Submission that allows such reservation does 
not take a truthful view of the case. The will 
of God is not a thing to be sad about, or to be 
oppressed under, but a thing to be rejoiced in, 
in every particular in which it is brought to bear 
upon us. God’s will is not done in us as it is 
done in heaven, when we submit to it in this 
compulsory way ; it is only when we go clear 
over, and rejoice in it heartily, in one 
part as well as another, that we ean be said to 
really submit to it. God will hold us to this 
point, until we accept the whole doctrine of 
specia) providence, and rejoice in it. One 
might say, ‘I delight in his special providence 
in this way and that: I am glad that God has 








elected me to salvation; but I do not like my 
place.’ “That will not do. Full submission to 
the will of God does not merely endure it, but 
delights in it. 

The doctrine of special providence in all its 
various forms, which is the same thing as the 
doctrine of election, gives drematic interest and 
animation to our existence. If we believe God 
has the whole matter in his hands,and knows the 
end from the beginning, then every move that 
is going on in our lives and all that is going on 
around us, isa living novel, tending towards 2 
glorious consummation. When we are in the 
middle of anovel, we do not knowhow it is com- 
ing out, but we are sure from the ingenuity of 
the writer, that the end will be full of interest. 
So we, in endorsing the doctrine of special 
providence, find ourselves in the middle of a 
novel, of which we know not the end, but we 
are sure it will be glorious. Or, to compare it 
to a play, there is a choice of characters for tlie 
different parts. One man is full of comic gen- 
ius ; he would but poorly act the part of Mac- 
beth; and, on the other hand, he who could act 
well the part of Macbeth would spoil the charae- 
ter of the clown. The manager can decide best 
who is fitted for each part, as he is best ac- 
quainted with the capabilities of each. Th« 
same necessity exists that God should choose 
what part we are to act in the great drama. 
All greedy longing for other parts, and quarrel- 
ing with the parts assigned to us, is folly, and 
suicidal toward one’s own interest. 

The doctrine of election stands on the doc- 
trive of foreknowledge. ‘Whom God did fore- 
‘now, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his Son.’ Rom. 8:29. Paul ap- 
plies this foreknowledge to salvation ; but it 
applies equally to our position in the church. 
There is a straight way open for each one of 
us to the part best adapted to us. It is un- 
questionably true, that foreknowledge and pre- 
destination assigns every one to a place in the 
church, to which he is best adapted; and 
it is essential that each one should accept and 
rejoices in this. If each one can make up 
his mind to take the part thus assigned 
him, then all fretting about some other 
one’s part, all grumbling that some one with: 
whom we have been associated is directed to 
another part, all unwillingness that positions 
should be shifted, will be atan end, and eacl 
one will cheerfully take his part without ‘ look- 
What if I have been 
connected with one heretofore ? Let them go 
to their part, and T will go to mine. That was 
the spirit of Christ. Lo I come (said he) to 
do thy will, OGod.’ This is the attitude of 
all who really desire to have the will of God 
done, and believe it is best for themselves 
and for the church. Such will say, ‘ Let God 
do his own will ; and his will is not a thing 
to be endured, but to be delighted in..—Homr- 


TALK. 
“Table-Talk, by J. G. N.--No. 39. 


‘ eee" September 3, 1851. 
LIFE, AND ITS PARASITES. 

There are two spirits at work in the universe 
One is aspirit of power and growth, which is 
manifested in all forms of life, from the human 
This we may call the 
it is living, lov- 
And then ‘ right 


ing over his shoulder.’ 





Onn wr 


down to the vegetable. 
primary life of the universe ; 
ing, and productive o7 itself. 

over against’ this, there is a secondary life, 
which lives upon the primary. This is parasite 
life. Every form of good life has its parasite, 
or corresponding evil life. You never saw « 
beautiful flower or plant that was not persecu- 
ted by a peculiar inseet. You do not find the 
same insect upon different plants—each one has 
its own parasite. If a dahlia, for instance, is 
planted in the garden, in some way or other, 
no one knows how, « particular kind of worm 
finds its way to it, and will be found preying 
So of corn, wheat, and all kinds of 


upon it. 
plants. 
The principle, that all good life has its cor- 
responding parasite, applies to spiritual as well 
as natural life. Every spirit has its correspond- 


ing parasite. And here, let me say, it is very 
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